Infection control: a hospice perspective.
Infection prevention and control is paramount to securing patient safety within a healthcare establishment. Independent sector hospices in the south east of England provide specialist palliative care and must be able to demonstrate risk-reducing strategies in order to comply with their registering body and the UK Health Act (2006). Using the clinical governance framework ensures that policies, processes and procedures are in place. Universal practices should be standard and ensure that current evidenced-based knowledge is imparted toward these aims. This is achieved through educational programmes and regular updates for new and existing staff. The ultimate aim is to reduce the spread of cross-infection from healthcare staff to patients.